Chapter 2 Terms: The Constitution
· Unalienable: unalienable rights, as used in the constitution, were human rights that were based on nature of God. This ideas are still around and have on the whole been formalized in the UN Declaration of Human Rights.
· Article of Confederation: (AoC) was the initial governing document of America.

· Constitutional Convention: The Constitutional Convention was a meeting on Philadelphia in 1787 that was intended to reform the AoC but ended up replacing it. It had been preceeded by two smaller meetings in Annapolis, Maryland and Mount Vernon.
· Shays Rebellion: Shay’s Rebellion occurred in 1787 and made up of angry farmers and ex-soldiers who formed to prevent forclosure of their property as a result of high interest rates and taxation. The Governor of Massachusetts had to hire a private army to fight the rebels. This proved to many of the delegates of the Constitutional Convention that a stronger government was needed. Jefferson remarked ‘a little rebellion now and then is a good thing’, but it must be noted he was living in Paris when this happened and Paris was only 4 years away from the start of the French Revolution.

· Virginia Plan: Proposal to create a strong national government with a bicameral house/separation of powers that are fairly similar to what we have today. A key point to note is that both houses were likely going to be appointed through representative votes. Another interesting part was that a national legislature would have supreme power on matter where the separate states were not competent to act in and they could override state law.

· New Jersey Plan: The New Jersey plan emphasized a weak national government and a legislative bodies represent the states, much in the way the AoC handled it. One state, one vote. This plan didn’t play a large role as the Virginia Plan had already been debated for two weeks. The debates ran on forever and a day about how representation should be handled. Interestingly enough, Franklin had made the comment that each meeting should begin with a prayer but Hamilton retorted saying they had no funds with which to hire a minister and they needed no ‘foreign aid’, and arguments rose up about that.
· Great Compromise: This settled (for the meantime) the debate between the two separate plans. It established the House of Representatives (based on population) and the Senate (2 per state). Parts of this were disliked by many groups (Madison hated the idea of states having equal representation) but new problems arose, such as how to elect the president. 
· Republic: a government in which elected representatives make the decision. (This definition is not entirely true. Ancient Rome was a republic, but it was made up of the wealthy Patrician class. Nobody else had a say. This also applied to the Dutch Republic which was made up of wealthy Stadholders.)

· Judicial Review: the power of the courts to declare laws unconstitutional. The Supreme Court is the final arbiter on whether the law actually is unconstitutional. Judicial review was established in Marbury v Madison.
· Federalism: govt authority shared between national and local governments. The US gov is based on this and separation of powers/checks and balences.
· Enumerated Powers: Enumerated powers are the powers given to the national government alone. Examples include printing money, foreign affairs, and regulating interstate commerce.

· Reserved Powers: Reserved powers are for the state governments alone. These include issuing licenses and regulating state commerce.
· Concurrent Powers: Powers given to both the national and state governments. These include taxation, borrowing money, maintaining roads, and a courts system.

· Checks and Balances: authority shared by the three branches of government. See page 29 in book for examples.

· Separation of powers: Constitutional Authority is shared by three different branches of authority. This works by preventing one faction, even if they have a majority in one branch, to become tyrannical.

· Faction: a group with a distinct political interest.

· Federalist: those who favor a stronger national government sometimes at the expense of state rights.
· Antifederalists: those who favor a weaker national government. This nescesarily implies states having greater jurisdiction. It is important to note that under both Federalism and Antifederalism, no pronouncements are made on what type of government it is. A Federalist government could be a Libertarian paradise of a Fascist nightmare, same goes for an antifederalist government. The distinction generally emerges on who is implementing the policies and where the power resides.

· Coalition: An alliance of factions. The founding fathers knew political parties would formed, but they hoped that they would have to compromise and form a coalition to pass legislature. Coalitions are far more common in Europe due to the nature of their legislative structure and political parties tending toward specific issues rather then ‘big tent’ parties like in America.
· Bill of Rights: First ten amendments to the constitution. These were insisted upon by the antifederalists who wanted to ensure certain rights were unable to be infringed by the government. The following rights are contained in the Constitution proper, not the Bill of Rights. 

· Habeus corpus: an order to produce an arrested person before a judge. This can only be suspended during rebellion or invasion.

· Bill of attainder: a law that declare a person, without a trial, to be guilty of a crime. Congress cannot do this.
· Ex post facto law: a law that makes an act criminal although the act was legal when it was committed. Congress cannot do this.

· Amendment: a new provision in the constitution that has been ratified by the states. See pg 42 for specifics on how they are proposed, ratified, or other key facts.

· Line item veto: an executive’s ability to block a particular provision in a bill passed by the legislature. While this power is reserved for governors (see the recent unallotments issue with the MN budget) the president really doesn’t have it. Clinton got a bill passed that allowed him to strike certain income and funding parts from appropriations, but the SC struck it down. Bush also tried to get something similar in that was worked through congress allowing him to bypass the SC.
